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 Do you remember your first Bible? As I 
packed to move to Decatur I came across a 
small children’s Bible with a woven cover de-
picting Jesus with a child in his lap and chil-
dren at his feet. As I opened the tattered cover 
to the title page, my mind reset as I read my 
name in the penmanship of my grandmother. 
My Grandmother Reynolds had given me the 
Bible in 1966 when I had just turned six years 
old. As I leafed through the pages my mind 
recalled those days of childhood when as an 
early reader I read the amazing stories of peo-
ple like David, the shepherd king (my name-
sake), Adam and Eve, Jonah, Abraham, 
Moses, and of course my lifelong hero Jesus. 
 
I believe no book  ever written has shaped the 
course of human history like the Bible; a col-
lection of sixty-six books written by a wide 
range of authors over hundreds of years yet 
with a central theme guided and directed by 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit of God. 
When Baptist call it the “Word of God” we 
don’t mean it “contains” the Word of God, 
but we believe every single word, sentence, 
paragraph, chapter, and book speaks to the 
soul as the inspired and infallible Word of the 
living God. Through the ages, Baptists have 
been called “The People of the Book” because 
of our deep love and devotion to the Word of 
God. 
 
I love how God described so aptly the power 
of His word through the pen of Isaiah when 
he wrote: 
“For as the rain and the snow come down 
from heaven 
    and do not return there but water the 
earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
    giving seed to the sower and bread to 
the eater, 
 so shall my word be that goes out from my 
mouth; 
    it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I pur-
pose, 
    and shall succeed in the thing for which 
I sent it.” (Isaiah 55:10-11 ESV) 
 
Yes, when God speaks…good things happen! 
 
As “people of the book” I want to invite you 
to join us on Sunday evening at a special pres-
entation by Bill Lightsey, a local representative 
of Gideon’s International, who will share with 
us about the work of this amazing world-wide 

ministry of placing Bibles in the hands of peo-
ple. Even if you have never heard of the 
Gideon’s, named after the 300 courageous 
men who stood with their namesake as God 
routed their enemy right before their very eyes, 
you have probably seen their work in the form 
of a Bible placed in a doctor’s office, or tucked 
away in the nightstand in your hotel room 
somewhere far from home. Just for the record, 
the Gideon’s have distributed over 2 billion 
Bibles worldwide in over 100 different lan-
guages. Let’s just say they have been very busy 
since their inception in 1899. You will not 
want to miss their story and how we can coop-
erate with them right here in Wise County to 
touch the world. 
 
From my very first Bible to the large-print 
Bible I purchased a few days ago, I have 
grown to treasure the Word of God as life 
itself. Join me and finding ways to pass this 
priceless treasure on to others all around us. 
 
Through the years Bible verses have inspired 
countless millions to faith and courage, and 
even at times, brought a smile to one’s face. I 
love the story recounted of the preacher who 
dropped in to visit one of his parishioner’s and 
his wife unannounced. Even though their car 
sat in the driveway no one answered the door, 
so he took out his card and scribbled on the 
back “Revelation 3:20” which reads: “Behold, 
I stand at the door, and knock: if any man 
hear my voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with him, and 
he with me.” (Revelation 3:20 KJV) 
 
On Sunday, the wife of his parishioner slipped 
up beside the pastor and slipped him a card 
with her own biblical reference of “Genesis 
3:10.” Not being familiar with the text, when 
he got back to his office he opened to the first 
pages of the Bible and read: “I heard thy 
voice in the garden, and I was afraid, be-
cause I was naked; and I hid my-
self.” (Genesis 3:10 KJV) He blushed and 
started calling ahead for appointments in the 
future! Yes, Bible verses can be fun when 
taken in and out of context. 
 



 

 

Financial Statistics 

 

Tithes and Offerings 

Received  June 18:       $41,967 

                          (2016 $18,244) 

Month-to-date Received:  $105,588 

                              (2016  $78,514)               

 

Building Fund 

Received May 14: $5,063 

Month-to-date Received: $8,653 

 

Weekly Attendance Report 

 

Sunday School Attendance:  303 

                                   (2016 301) 

 Worship Attendance:           456 

                                 (2016  342)          

 

 

  

 

 

 

Announcements: 

 

First Connections 

A welcome center is a critical yet often underappreci-
ated part of every church, but is an integral part of a 
visitor’s first-time experience. First Decatur is looking 
for friendly and welcoming volunteers to serve one 
Sunday a month before and after Bible Study at our 
First Connections Centers to help make our visitors 
feel at home and help them find their way around our 
prodigious complex!  This would be a great family 
activity as well.  Please contact Robyn Lowrie or 
Laura Boyd to sign up today! 

 

Smiling Faces 

We are using our church database to create a new pic-
ture directory. Please send your family pictures with 
n a m e s  t o  a l y s s a @ f i r s t d e c a t u r . u s  o r 
bree@firstdecatur.us. Deadline to submit pictures is 
August 15.  

 

Teach, Lead, Serve  

If you are interested in leading a small discipleship or 
home group this fall, please contact the office or 
Mike Stallsworth. We are also looking for new Sun-
day School teachers to begin training in late summer.  

 

The Homebound Ministry  

is looking for volunteers to visit and minister to the 
saints that are unable to come to church. If you 
would like to volunteer in this ministry, see Arlena 
Cude, Cindy DeSpain or join us on Tuesday morn-
ings at 9am in the church office.  

 

Library Summer Reading Program  

You are challenged to join our Reader’s Hall of Fame 
by reading 2 books from FBC Library before August 
31. See our display table for “Good Reads”! Paypal 
Kiosk A payment kiosk is available at the Kidz Con-
nection counter in the foyer . 
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FBC Leadership Team  

Dr. David Lowrie, Pastor:  david@firstdecatur.us 

 

Mike Stallsworth, Executive Pastor:  mike@firstdecatur.us 

 

Gerre Joiner, Senior Adult Pastor : gerjoiner@gmail.com 

 

Candy Burden, Children’s Pastor: candy@firstdecatur.us 

 

Ryan Cunnius, Interim Worship Leader: ryan@firstdecatur.us 

 

Ray Petty, Interim Student Pastor: ray@firstdecatur.us 

 

Harold Mosley, Building & Grounds : harold@firstdecatur.us 

 

Bree Kirkelie, Office Manager bree@firstdecatur.us 

 

Miranda Boswell, MDO Director: miranda@firstdecatur.us 

 

Beth Addington, Preschool Director: beth@firstdecatur.us 




